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this engaging deeply informed book provides the first concise history of one of china s most important eras leading scholar john w dardess
offers a thematically organized political social and economic exploration of china from 1368 to 1644 he examines how the ming dynasty was able
to endure for 276 years illuminating ming foreign relations and border control the lives and careers of its sixteen emperors its system of
governance and the kinds of people who served it its great class of literati and finally the mass outlawry that in unhappy conjunction with the
manchu invasions from outside ended the once mighty dynasty in the mid seventeenth century the ming witnessed the beginning of china s

contact with the west and its story will fascinate all readers interested in global as well as asian history

creates a portrait of the world and culture of late imperial china by examining the lives of seven prominent officials and members of the ming

ruling class

describes the government economy social structure and history of the ming dynasty and offers a picture of what life was like in china between

1368 and 1644

this second collection of studies by hok lam chan focuses on the person and the image of ming taizu the founder of the ming dynasty and a
powerful brutal and autocratic emperor who has had a significant impact not only in late imperial china but also in east asia over the last six

centuries individual studies look at the legitimation of the dynasty particular military and religious figures policies of persecution and punishment
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and struggles over the succession

a beggar an itinerant monk leapt to greatness during a tumultuous epoch and went on to found the ming dynasty of china 1368 1644 as a
destitute peasant with nothing to lose he started a local rebellion success built on success defeating local warlords zhu yuan zhang conquered
all the southern part of china then sent his army north and took the rest by unifying many chinese lands he brought peace and prosperity after a

long period of tumult he is honored with the temple name of ming taizu grand ancestor of ming

coming to power between mongol and manchu rule the ming dynasty represented the last ethnic han dynasty to rule china following the mandate
of heaven the first ming emperor launched nearly 300 years of cultural and political transformation this compelling volume traces the ascendancy
demise and legacy of the ming dynasty chronicling the development of its governmental structure its expansion of trade and its economy its
extension and enhancement of the great wall of china and many other achievements readers will also learn about the effect of the little ice age

and its role in the ming s demise

in the latter half of the fourteenth century at one end of the eurasian continent the stage was not yet set for the emergence of modern nation
states at the other end the chinese drove out their mongol overlords inaugurated a new native dynasty called ming 1368 1644 and reasserted the
mastery of their national destiny it was a dramatic era of change the full significance of which can only be perceived retrospectively with the
establishment of the ming dynasty a major historical tension rose into prominence between more absolutist and less absolutist modes of
rulership this produced a distinctive style of rule that modern students have come to call ming despotism it proved a capriciously absolutist

pattern for chinese government into our own time 1 2 3
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this second collection of studies by hok lam chan focuses on the person and the image of ming taizu the founder of the ming dynasty and a
powerful brutal and autocratic emperor who has had a significant impact not only in late imperial china but also in east asia over the last six
centuries individual studies look at the legitimation of the dynasty particular military and religious figures policies of persecution and punishment

and struggles over the succession

this book examines the military collapse of china s ming dynasty to a combination of foreign and domestic foes the ming s defeat was a highly
surprising development not least because as recently as in the 1590s the ming had managed to defeat a japanese force considered to be perhaps
the most formidable of its day when the latter attempted to subjugate korea en route to a planned invasion of china in contrast to conventional
explanations for the ming s collapse which focus upon political and socio economic factors this book shows how the military collapse of the
ming state was intimately connected to the deterioration of the personal relationship between the ming throne and the military establishment that
had served as the cornerstone of the ming military renaissance of the previous decades moreover it examines the broader process of the
militarization of late ming society as a whole to arrive at an understanding of how a state with such tremendous military resources and potential
could be defeated by numerically and technologically inferior foes it concludes with a consideration of the fall of the ming in light of contemporary
conflicts and regime changes around the globe drawing attention to climatological factors and developments outside state control utilizing

recently released archival materials this book adds a much needed piece to the puzzle of the collapse of the ming dynasty in china

the mongol takeover in the 1270s changed the course of chinese history the confucian empireNa millennium and a half in the makingNwas
suddenly thrust under foreign occupation what china had been before its reunification as the yuan dynasty in 1279 was no longer what it would

be in the future four centuries later another wave of steppe invaders would replace the ming dynasty with yet another foreign occupation the

4 1587 A Year Of No Significance The Ming Dynasty In Decline



1587 A Year Of No Significance The Ming Dynasty In Decline

troubled empire explores what happened to china between these two dramatic invasions if anything defined the complex dynamics of this period
it was changes in the weather asia like europe experienced a little ice age and as temperatures fell in the thirteenth century kublai khan moved
south into china his yuan dynasty collapsed in less than a century but mongol values lived on in ming institutions a second blast of cold in the
1630s combined with drought was more than the dynasty could stand and the ming fell to manchu invaders against this backgroundfthe first
coherent ecological history of china in this periodNtimothy brook explores the growth of autocracy social complexity and commercialization
paying special attention to chinaOs incorporation into the larger south china sea economy these changes not only shaped what china would

become but contributed to the formation of the early modern world

the late ming dynasty 1572 1644 and the early qing dynasty 1644 1722 saw the true splendour of short essays in china no other period in the
history of short essays in ancient china can match them in the quality and number of works literary schools or the variety of styles compared
with those written before or after the short essays in these periods were richer in the choice of topics and freer in form focusing not only on real
social life but also on worldly experience and life s little delights they are a rich and vital part of china s literary and cultural heritage the 127
short essays in this wonderful book are considered to be the very best examples from an era of china s history that s synonymous with
beautifully crafted short essays 82 essays are from the ming dynasty and 45 essays are from the ging dynasty written by more than a hundred
different chinese authors from both dynasties these are arranged in the order of the authors birth dates and tenderly translated into english by
leading chinese translators wang hong and zhang shunsheng who have faithfully represented the styles and literary achievements made by the
featured essayists it s a wonderful book that will delight fans of classic chinese short essays as well as providing the perfect introduction to

readers new to the genre professor wang hong is a prolific and accomplished translator of ancient chinese classics many of his translations
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have been included in the library of chinese classics such as mozi brush talks from dream brook also publishing by paths international the
discourses of the states and the classic of mountains of seas this is the first ever english language version of the short essays of the ming and

ging dynasties to be published either inside or outside of china

this book the first of a multi volume set on the silk road during the ming dynasty takes a holistic and global view of the origin and development of
the silk road the multi volume work revisits the history of the silk road and analyzes the evolving relationship between china and the world from
the late 14th century to the mid 17th century it reveals the historical significance of the silk road and cultural exchange for world history this first
volume focuses on china s foreign relations in the early ming dynasty with its non invasive foreign policy and ideal of common peace which
differed from the foreign policies of all previous dynasties the discussion also extends to the continued development of the silk road routes both
land and sea in the late ming dynasty a time when the west discovered china through the footprints of the khitan people it illuminates the
historical contribution of china during the ming dynasty to the world of a shared future for mankind this title is essential reading for historians and
students of world or chinese history as well as anyone with a keen interest in historical global connections silk road studies or sino foreign

relations

the book is the volume of the art history of the ming dynasty among a series of books of deep into china histories the earliest known written
records of the history of china date from as early as 1250 bc from the shang dynasty c 1600 1046 bc and the bamboo annals 296 bc describe a
xia dynasty ¢ 2070 1600 bc before the shang but no writing is known from the period the shang ruled in the yellow river valley which is
commonly held to be the cradle of chinese civilization however neolithic civilizations originated at various cultural centers along both the yellow

river and yangtze river these yellow river and yangtze civilizations arose millennia before the shang with thousands of years of continuous
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history china is one of the world s oldest civilizations and is regarded as one of the cradles of civilization the zhou dynasty 1046 256 bc
supplanted the shang and introduced the concept of the mandate of heaven to justify their rule the central zhou government began to weaken
due to external and internal pressures in the 8th century bc and the country eventually splintered into smaller states during the spring and
autumn period these states became independent and warred with one another in the following warring states period much of traditional chinese
culture literature and philosophy first developed during those troubled times in 221 bc gin shi huang conquered the various warring states and
created for himself the title of huangdi or emperor of the qin marking the beginning of imperial china however the oppressive government fell
soon after his death and was supplanted by the longer lived han dynasty 206 bc 220 ad successive dynasties developed bureaucratic systems
that enabled the emperor to control vast territories directly in the 21 centuries from 206 bc until ad 1912 routine administrative tasks were handled
by a special elite of scholar officials young men well versed in calligraphy history literature and philosophy were carefully selected through
difficult government examinations china s last dynasty was the qing 1644 1912 which was replaced by the republic of china in 1912 and in the
mainland by the people s republic of china in 1949 chinese history has alternated between periods of political unity and peace and periods of war
and failed statehood the most recent being the chinese civil war 1927 1949 china was occasionally dominated by steppe peoples most of whom
were eventually assimilated into the han chinese culture and population between eras of multiple kingdoms and warlordism chinese dynasties
have ruled parts or all of china in some eras control stretched as far as xinjiang and tibet as at present traditional culture and influences from
other parts of asia and the western world carried by waves of immigration cultural assimilation expansion and foreign contact form the basis of

the modern culture of china

the hidden land means that a large amount of land in the ming dynasty 1368 1644 was hidden or unknown since the land was managed by both
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the administrative and the military systems and only the former was made public while the latter was being hidden due to confidentiality issues

this is one of the author s creative findings as a result of his solid textual research and rigorous argumentation since the ming state management

system had a great impact on the land the population the taxes and corvée the imperial examinations the justice the grass roots organizations

and the frontier ethnics during the 500 years from ming to ging 1636 1912 the views on the garrisons and guards weisuo in the military system

are of great help to review the essential issues of the period which were often misunderstood or neglected before in addition the author

introduces the present situation existing problems and basic historical materials in the ming study which will be beneficial to the ming

researchers and enthusiasts
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Introduction

The digital age has revolutionized the way we
read, making books more accessible than
ever. With the rise of ebooks, readers can
now carry entire libraries in their pockets.
Among the various sources for ebooks, free
ebook sites have emerged as a popular
choice. These sites offer a treasure trove of
knowledge and entertainment without the
cost. But what makes these sites so valuable,
and where can you find the best ones? Let's

dive into the world of free ebook sites.

Benefits of Free Ebook Sites

When it comes to reading, free ebook sites

offer numerous advantages.

10

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they save you money.

Buying books can be expensive, especially if
you're an avid reader. Free ebook sites allow
you to access a vast array of books without

spending a dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance accessibility.
Whether you're at home, on the go, or halfway
around the world, you can access your
favorite titles anytime, anywhere, provided

you have an internet connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of choices available is

astounding. From classic literature to

contemporary novels, academic texts to
children's books, free ebook sites cover all

genres and interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free ebook sites, but a
few stand out for their quality and range of

offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a pioneer in offering free
ebooks. With over 60,000 titles, this site
provides a wealth of classic literature in the

public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to have a webpage for
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every book ever published. It offers millions of
free ebooks, making it a fantastic resource for

readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users to search and
preview millions of books from libraries and
publishers worldwide. While not all books are

available for free, many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large selection of free
ebooks in various genres. The site is user-

friendly and offers books in multiple formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free textbooks and
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business books, making it an excellent

resource for students and professionals.

How to Download Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely is crucial to avoid

pirated content and protect your devices.

Avoiding Pirated Content

Stick to reputable sites to ensure you're not
downloading pirated content. Pirated ebooks
not only harm authors and publishers but can

also pose security risks.

Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus software and keep your
devices updated to protect against malware

that can be hidden in downloaded files.

Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal considerations when
downloading ebooks. Ensure the site has the
right to distribute the book and that you're not

violating copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites for Education

Free ebook sites are invaluable for educational

purposes.

Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg and Open Library
offer numerous academic resources, including

textbooks and scholarly articles.
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Learning New SKkills

You can also find books on various skills,
from cooking to programming, making these

sites great for personal development.

Supporting Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents, free ebook sites
provide a wealth of educational materials for

different grade levels and subjects.

Genres Available on Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres available on free
ebook sites ensures there's something for

everyone.
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Fiction

From timeless classics to contemporary
bestsellers, the fiction section is brimming

with options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can find biographies,

self-help books, historical texts, and more.

Textbooks

Students can access textbooks on a wide
range of subjects, helping reduce the financial

burden of education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers can find a plethora of

children's books, from picture books to young

adult novels.

Accessibility Features of Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come with features that

enhance accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks, which are great

for those who prefer listening to reading.

Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size to suit your
reading comfort, making it easier for those

with visual impairments.
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Text-to-Speech Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can convert written
text into audio, providing an alternative way to

enjoy books.

Tips for Maximizing Your Ebook

Experience

To make the most out of your ebook reading

experience, consider these tips.

Choosing the Right Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-reader, or a
smartphone, choose a device that offers a

comfortable reading experience for you.
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Organizing Your Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to organize your ebook
collection, making it easy to find and access

your favorite titles.

Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow you to sync your
library across multiple devices, so you can
pick up right where you left off, no matter

which device you're using.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite the benefits, free ebook sites come

with challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability of Titles

Not all books are available for free, and
sometimes the quality of the digital copy can

be poor.

Digital Rights Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you use the ebooks you
download, limiting sharing and transferring

between devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading ebooks requires
an internet connection, which can be a

limitation in areas with poor connectivity.
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Future of Free Ebook Sites

The future looks promising for free ebook

sites as technology continues to advance.

Technological Advances

Improvements in technology will likely make
accessing and reading ebooks even more

seamless and enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet access globally will
help more people benefit from free ebook

sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources become more
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digitized, free ebook sites will play an

increasingly vital role in learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites offer an
incredible opportunity to access a wide range
of books without the financial burden. They
are invaluable resources for readers of all
ages and interests, providing educational
materials, entertainment, and accessibility
features. So why not explore these sites and

discover the wealth of knowledge they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal? Yes, most free
ebook sites are legal. They typically offer

books that are in the public domain or have

the rights to distribute them. How do I know if
an ebook site is safe? Stick to well-known
and reputable sites like Project Gutenberg,
Open Library, and Google Books. Check
reviews and ensure the site has proper
security measures. Can I download ebooks to
any device? Most free ebook sites offer
downloads in multiple formats, making them
compatible with various devices like e-
readers, tablets, and smartphones. Do free
ebook sites offer audiobooks? Many free
ebook sites offer audiobooks, which are
perfect for those who prefer listening to their
books. How can I support authors if I use free
ebook sites? You can support authors by
purchasing their books when possible, leaving

reviews, and sharing their work with others.
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